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To  the  Ramsbottom  Urban  District  Council. 


The  Annual  Report 

OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
AND  THE 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR, 

1947. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

My  predecessor,  Dr.  Lawrie,  was  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  over  30  years,  and  after  only  a  year’s  tenure  of  that  office  it 
would  be  presumption  on  my  part  to  introduce  the  Annual  Report 
for  1947  in  other  than  a  brief  manner.  Every  effort  was  made 
to  ensure  continuity  in  the  work  of  the  Department,  and  where 
work  done  can  be  measured  statistically  it  is  evident  that  the 
efforts  made  were  successful. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  was  well  maintained.  There 
was  a  very  pleasing  fall  in  the  Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one 
year  of  age. 

I  would  like  to  place  on  record  my  thanks  to.  your  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  S.  F.  Bayley,  from  whom  I  got  the  most 
loyal  support  and  co-operation.  Mr.  Bayley  was  ably  assisted 
by  your  additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  C.  Bowlt. 

Any  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  on  taking  up  a  new  post, 
would  be  fortunate  indeed  to  inherit  such  a  team. 
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I  would  like  also  to  thank  those  who  have  helped  in  the 
Department  Office,  in  particular  Mrs.  Sprung,  for  her  pleasing- 
assistance  and  loyalty.  It  is  essential  that  the  position  of  the 
administrative  side  of  the  department  should  be  clarified  as  soon 
as  possible. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  members  of  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  for  their  interest  and  encouragement,  to  the  Council  in 
general,  to  my  fellow  officials  for  their  willing  co-operation. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  S.  B.  MacKAY,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting,  in  conjunction  with  the  Report 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary 
Inspection  of  the  Urban  District  for  the  year  1947. 

During  the  year  most  of  the  food  preparing  establishments 
in  the  area  were  visited,  and  apart  from  the  remedying  of  various 
defects  indicated  in  the  report,  much  helpful  advice  was  given  in 
an  effort  to  restrict  practises  which  are  contrary  to  clean  food  pro¬ 
duction.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  great  majority  of  food 
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handlers,  botli  proprietors  and  personnel,  showed  keen  interest 
and  were  most  co-operative. 

1  he  complete  re-survey  of  the  dairy  farms  which  was  under¬ 
taken  late  in  1946  was  completed  during  the  year.  Here  again  1 
am  able  to  report  the  existence  of  a  happy  relationship  between 
the  farmers  and  your  officers.  As  a  result  of  our  visits  a  number 
of  farmers  became  more  interested  in  the  production  of  accredited 
milk,  and  a  few  took  the  initial  steps  towards  this  end.  The  first 
tuberculin  tested  herd  in  the  Urban  District  was  established  during 
the  year. 

There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  visits  and 
inspections  made  compared  with  previous  years,  and  particular 
attention  was  paid  to  the  inspection  of  factories  and  the  provision 
of  ashes  accommodation.  In  connection  with  the  latter,  eighty 
houses  which  pre\  lously  shared  dustbins  with  one  or  more  pro¬ 
perties  were  provided  with  separate  accommodation. 

This  will  be  my  last  report  to  you,  and  I  wish  to  record 
my  appreciation  of  your  interest  and  support  in  the  activities  of 
the  Department  during  my  term  o.f  office. 

I  acknowledge  also  the  help  and  co-operation  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  staff  and  fellow  officials,  and  hasten  to  add  a 
word  of  praise  to  Mr.  James  Blackley,  foreman  of  the  cleansing 
staff,  for  his  untiring  efforts  in  face  of  difficulties. 

Yours  faithfully, 

STANLEY  F.  BAYLEY,  F.S.I.A.,  M.R.San.I., 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 

Area  in  acres  . 

Population  (Census  1931)  . 

Registrar-General’s  estimate,  mid-1947  . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses — 

(a)  Census  1931  . . 

(b)  End  of  1947  . 

Rateable  Value . 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate . 


9,564 

15,530 

14,070 

4,390 

4,980 

£82,848 

£327.7 


Vital  Statistics. 


Live  Births  * 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

287 

9 

M. 

156 

5 

F. 

131 

4 

Birth  rate  per  1,000 
of  the  population 
21.0 

Total 

296 

161 

135 

Still  Births 

4 

1 

3 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births 
13.0 

Deaths 

249 

117 

132 

Death  rate  per  1,000 
of  the  population 
17.6 

England  and  Wales 

Birth  Rate 
Death  Rate 

... 

20.5 

12.0 

Age  Periods  of  Deaths. 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Under  1  year  . 

9 

5 

14 

Between  1  and  5  years  ... 

1 

1 

2 

„  5  and  15  years... 

1 

1 

2 

„  15  and  25  years... 

1 

1 

2 

„  25  and  45  years... 

4 

6 

10 

„  45  and  65  years... 

25 

31 

56 

65  years  and  over  . 

76 

87 

163 

Totals . 

117 

132 

249 
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Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Rate  per  1,000  total 


Deaths,  (live  and  still)  births. 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis  Nil  Nil 

Other  Maternal  causes  .  Nil  Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births .  43 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  .  41 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  .  Ill 

Deaths  from  Certain  Specified  Diseases. 

Death  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  38 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  .  0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  1 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  .  3 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS 

1947 

1946 

All  Causes 

249 

211 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  . 

0 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . 

0 

0 

Srprlpt  Fftvp.r . 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough  . 

1 

1 

P)i  nh  thfpria  . 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System . 

3 

7 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis . 

1 

0 

Svphilitic  Diseases  . 

0 

2 

1 

4 

. 

0 

0 

Acute  Polio-myelitis  and  Polio  encephalitis  . 

0 

0 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . 

0 

0 

38 

30 

2 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . 

36 

26 

Heart  Diseases  . 

92 

63 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 

7 

3 

13 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

7 

8 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases . 

6 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  . 

1 

2 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) . 

3 

3 

App^nHin  tis  . 

1 

0 

Other  Digestive  Diseases . 

5 

9 

2 

6 

Pueperal  Sepsis . 

0 

0 

Other  Maternal  Causes . 

0 

1 

Premature  Birth  . 

5 

2 

Congenital  Malformation,  etc . 

3 

4 

0 

3 

Road  Traffic  Accidents . 

2 

0 

Other  Violent  Causes  . 

3 

1 

All  other  Causes  . 

17 

13 

SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Laboratory  facilities  are  available  at — 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester. 

1  he  Laboratory,  Bury  Infirmary. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Pooley’s  Exors.,  Broadfieltl  Clinical  Laboratory, 
Rochdale. 

1  lie  following-  specimens  were  submitted  for  examination  : — 


Diphtheria  Swabs  .  20 

Sputum  for  T.B .  5 

Milk  for  T.B .  31 

Milk  for  Methylene  Blue  Test  and  bacillus  coli  ...  89 

Water  for  Bacteria  .  2 

Water  for  Chemical  . j 


Motor  Ambulances. — Two  for  conveyance  of  infectious  cases 
and  two  for  non-infeetious. 

District  Nurses. — Two.  One  is  provided  by  the  Ramsbottom 
Hospital  Committee,  and  the  Summerseat  district  is  served  by  a 
nurse  from  Bury.  No  district  nursing  is  undertaken  by  the  local 
authority. 

Hospitals. — In  the  Hospitals  of  Ramsbottong  Bury,  and 
Manchester,  institutional  and  other  services  are  available  to  mem¬ 
bers  and  their  dependents  of  the  local  Medical  Services  Association, 
which  comprises  most  of  the  industrial  population.  For  those 
who  prefer  it  and  can  afford  the  cost,  the  same  services  with 
private  accommodation  in  single  or  double  bed  wards  are  avail¬ 
able. 


Midwives.  Two.  County  Council  Midwives  serve  the  needs 
of  the  district.  Their  services  are  adequate  for  the  Urban  District. 
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Maternity  Homes. — Bury  Infirmary  12  beds;  Moorlands 
Hospital,  Rawtenstall,  16  beds;  and  the  County  Hospital  at 
Jericho,  24  beds.  The  obstetrical  clinics  attached  to  these 
Hospitals  undertake  pre-natal  and  post-natal  supervision,  and  are 
well  patronised  by  our  expectant  mothers. 

Institutional  treatment  of  puerperal  sepsis  is  provided  at  the 
Florence  Nightingale  Hospital,  Bury. 

Orthopedics. — Treatment  of  this  special  character  is  avail¬ 
able  by  arrangement  with  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Child  Welfare  Centre.- — This  centre  of  activity,  now  under 
County  control,  is  under  the  superintendence  of  one  of  the 
County’s  Health  Visitors,  and  is  as  serviceable  and  popular  as 
ever.  A  Child  Welfare  Centre  was  opened  at  Summerseat  on  4th 
September,  1947. 


TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS. 
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SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supply. 

The  public  water  supply  is  maintained  by  the  Irwell  Valley 
Water  Board.  The  whole  supply  is  chlorinated,  and  part  is 
filtered  through  closed  pressure  filters.  The  supply  is  satisfactory 
in  quality,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  few  isolated  groups  of  pro¬ 
perty  the  quantity  is  sufficient. 

No  samples  were  taken  during  1947.  The  Irwell  Valley  Water 
Board  report  that  with  the  exception  of  those  waters  known  to 
be  plumbo-solvent,  the  results  of  the  analysis  taken  have  been 
satisfactory. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  and  types 
of  water  supply  in  the  district : — 


Number  of 
Inhabited 
Houses. 


Approximate  Number  of  Houses. 


With  piped 
supply  from 
Public  Mains. 


With  piped 
supply  from 
private  sources. 


Without 

piped 

Supply. 


4,943 


4,289  620  34 


There  are  no  stand-pipes  in  the  district. 


Three  samples,  one  for  chemical  and  two.  for  bacteriological 
examination,  were  taken  from  suspect  private  supplies.  The 
samples  proved  satisfactory. 


Sewerage. 

No  important  changes  were  made  during  the  year. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 


No  action  during  the  year. 
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Closet  Accommodation. 

I  lie  following'  conversions  were  carried  out  during’  the  year  : 
20  Waste  Water  Closets  to.  F. W.C.’s. 

3  Privy  Middens  were  abolished  and  Pail  Closets  substituted 
in  an  isolated  part  of  the  District  without  sewers. 


ACCOMMODATION  AT  END  OF  1947. 


Privy  Middens  .  32 

Pail  Closets .  108 

Waste  Wrater  Closets .  1,102 

Fresh  Water  Closets  .  3,292 


Public  Cleansing. 

Ivpes  of  receptacles  in  use  at  the  beginning  of  the  year: — 


Privy  Middens  .  35 

Pail  Closets  .  101 

Dry  Ashpits .  28 

Dustbins  (approx.)  .  4,580 


REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

The  collection  of  domestic  and  trade  refuse  is  carried  out  by 
direct  labour,  except  in  the  Deeply  Vale  area,  where  it  is  let  out 
by  contract  to  a  local  farmer.  Some  difficulty  was  experienced  with 
this  contract  due  to  a  change  of  occupier  at  the  farm,  and  the 
Department  carried  out  the  service  direct  for  several  months. 

I  wo  S.  and  D.  Freighters  and  one  Karrier  Bantam,  all  of  7 
cu.  yd.  capacity,  are  engaged  on  this  work. 

These  vehicles  are  also  used  for  the  collection  of  salvage  and 
waste  food. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

The  method  of  disposal  of  house  and  trade  refuse  is  by  Con- 
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trolled  Tipping.  Two  tips  are  in  use,  one  at  Miller  Street,  Sum- 
merseat,  and  the  other  at  Blackburn  Road,  Edenfield. 

The  contents  ol  pail  closets  are  emptied  into  the  sewer. 

EXPENDITURE. 

The  nett  cost  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  for  the 
financial  year  ending  31st  March,  1948,  was  ^4,457  lbs.  8d., 
compared  with  .£4,056  Us.  2d.  for  the  previous  year. 

SCHEME  FOR  THE  PROVISION  OF  DUSTBINS. 

185  dustbins  were  supplied  under  this  scheme  during  the  year. 

SALVAGE  OF  MATERIALS. 

181  tons  of  salvage  were  recovered  during  the  year  ending 
31st  March,  1948,  and  the  income  from  the  sale  of  these  materials 
amounted  to  ^685  2s.  Od. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections 

Primary 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Revisits 

T  ota  1 
Visits 

Housing — Housing  Act  . 

80 

116 

196 

Housing — Public  Health  Act . 

31 

64 

95 

Other  Visits — Housing  Act . 

25 

3 

28 

Other  Visits— Public  Health  Act  . 

225 

143 

368 

Infectious  Diseases  . 

18 

5 

23 

Schools  . 

2 

2 

Water  Supply  and  Sampling  . 

27 

16 

43 

Drainage  . 

105 

146 

251 

Conversion  of  obsolete  closets  to  FWC’s 

20 

16 

36 

Public  Cleansing  . 

173 

6 

179 

Vermin  Infestations . 

1 

4 

5 

Smoke  Abatement  . 

4 

2 

6 

Offensive  Trades  . 

1 

9 

10 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . 

3 

2 

5 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  . 

132 

34 

166 

Farms  . . 

8 

8 

Ice  Cream  Samples  . 

17 

1  7 

Milk  Sampling  . 

92 

92 

Bakehouses  . 

23 

5 

28 

Food  Preparing  Premises  . 

49 

40 

89 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection — 

(a)  Slaughterhouses  . 

151 

1 

152 

(b)  Shops  . 

31 

31 

Factories’  Act  . 

55 

23 

78 

Shops’  Act . 

2 

2 

4 

Rat  Infestations  . 

76 

210 

286 

Overcrowding  . 

2 

— 

2 

Temporary  Dwellings  . 

1 

1 

Salvage  . 

12 

2 

14 

Miscellaneous  Visits . 

146 

5 

151 

Complaints  Unfounded  . 

O  1 

3  1 

— 

3 

1513 

856 

2369 

18 

Notices  Served,  etc. 

Informal  Notices .  ...  .  257 

Statutory  Notices . 10 

SANITARY  DEFECTS  AND  NUISANCES  FOUND. 

(a)  Housing. 

Defective  roofs,  rainwater  pipes,  eavespouts .  72 

Other  external  defects .  20 

Damp  walls .  24 

Internal  defects .  67 

Insanitary  Sinks  .  4 

Defective  paving  of  yards  and  courts  .  3 

(b)  General. 

Defective  W.C.’s  and  W.C.  structures .  10 

Defective  waste  water  closets  or  structures .  22 

Houses  with  insufficient  W.C.  accommodation  .  1 

Houses  with  inadequate  or  unsatisfactory  water  supply  10 

Houses  without  ashes  accommodation  .  86 

Houses  with  defective  ashes  accommodation  .  84 

Dangerous  structures  reported  to  Surveyor  .  2 

Offensive  accumulations  .  5 

Dirty  houses .  2 

Vermin  infested  houses .  1 

Rat  infested  premises  .  51 

Other  nuisances  .  15 

Defective  Sanitary  Accommodation  in  Schools  .  1 

Defective  Pail  Closets  .  3 

Defective  Privy  Middens .  3 

(c)  Drainage. 

Choked  waste  water  closets  .  51 

Defective  drains  .  14 

Choked  drains .  27 
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NUISANCES  ABATED  AND  WORK  DONE. 

(a)  Housing. 

Roofs,  rainwater  pipes,  eavespouts  repaired  or  renewed  42 

Other  external  repairs .  12 

Dampness  in  walls  remedied .  Id 

Internal  housing  repairs  .  17 

Yard  paving  repaired  .  1 

Sinks  renewed .  4 

(b)  General. 

Water  closets  and  structures  repaired  .  7 

Waste  water  closets  abolished  and  fresh  water  closets 

provided  .  20 

Waster  water  closets  or  structures  repaired .  2 

Houses  provided  with  sufficient  W.C.  accommodation  ...  I 
Houses  provided  with  satisfactory  and  adequate  water 

supply .  7 

Houses  provided  with  dustbins .  80 

Defective  dustbins  renewed  .  76 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  .  5 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  .  2 

Vermin  infested  houses  cleansed  .  1 

Rat  infested  premises  cleared  .  47 

Other  nuisances  abated .  12 

Ashpits  abolished .  1 

Defective  Pail  Closets  Renewed  .  3 

Privy  Middens  abolished  .  3 

(c)  Drainage. 

Choked  w-aste  water  closets  cleansed .  51 

Defective  drains  repaired .  18 

Choked  drains  cleansed .  29 

New  drains  tested  and  passed .  73 

Old  drains  tested  .  11 
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Shops  Act. 

Two  inspections  made  under  Section  10.  Informal  notices 
were  served  in  respect  of  defective  sanitary  accommoda¬ 
tion,  and  complied  with. 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

Number  o.f  inspections  made .  78 

Contraventions  of  Sec.  7  found  .  23 

Contraventions  of  Sec.  7  remedied  .  9 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Number  of  observations  taken  during  the  year .  3 

Contravention  of  bye-laws .  3 

Warning  letters  were  sent  to  offending  factories. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

(a)  Council  ho.uses  found  infested .  0 

Council  houses  disinfested .  0 

(b)  Private  houses  found  infested  . 1 

Private  houses  disinfested  .  1 

Schools. 

The  sanitary  accommodation  at  a  number  of  schools 
leaves  much  to  be  desired.  One  notice  was  served 
in  connection  with  defective  W.C.s  at  one  school. 

Rodent  Control. 

One  maintenance  Treatment  of  the  sewers  was  carried  out 
under  the  Infestation  Order,  1943.  The  district  was 
also  surveyed  and  premises  treated  where  necessary 
under  Circular  NS/ 12.  Results  showed  a  very  low 
infestation. 
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SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

1.  — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  .  Ill 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  Ill 

(2)  (a)  Number  o.f  Dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu¬ 
lations,  1925  and  1932  .  3 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  fo.r  the  purpose  ...  3 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  .  3 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  preceding  sub-head)  found  no.t 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habi- 
tation  .  108 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 

formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  .  07 

— Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13,  Housing  Act,  1936: _ 

Undertakings  accepted  under  Sec.  11  (3)  .  o 


4.  — Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding.  No  material  change. 

5.  — Clearance  Area  Procedure.  No  action  during  the  year. 
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NEW  HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  (Permanent)  . 

(b)  By  the  Local  Authority  (Temporary)  . 

(c)  By  Private  Enterprise . 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


(a)  Milk  Supply: — 


Number  of  producers .  ••• 

Number  of  producer  retailers  . 

Number  of  retailers . 

Dealers’  licences  to  sell  pasteurised  milk . 

Supplementary  licences  to  sell  pasteurised  milk  . 

Tuberculin  Tested  Producers  (Established  1947)  . 

Accredited  producers . 

Number  o.f  visits  to  cowsheds  and  dairies  . 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  in  cowsheds  remedi.d  as  a  result 

of  informal  action . 

Dairies  reconstructed  . 

Statutory  notices  served  in  respect  of  defective  cowsheds 
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49 

17 

3 
1 
1 

4 

166 

8 

1 

3 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 

The  following-  table  shows  the  results  of  samples  of  milk 
submitted  for  the  Methylene  Blue  and  B.  Coli  tests  as  prescribed 
for  “  Accredited  Milk.” 


The  samples  of  “  Accredited  Milk  ”  were  taken  on  behalf  of 
the  Lancashire  County  Council. 


Class  of  Milk 

Number 

submitted 

Satisfactory 
on  both 
Tests 

Not 

Satisfactory 
on  both 
Tests 

Not 

Satisfactory 
on  Methvlene 
R  Tests 

Not 

Satisfactory 
on  B 

Coli  Test 

Accredited  ... 

7 

5 

2 

— 

Undesignated 

80 

56 

11 

2 

il 

Two  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  submitted  for  examina¬ 
tion  and  passed  the  prescribed  tests. 

28  of  the  above  samples,  together  with  3  samples  of  School 
Milk  taken  on  behalf  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  were 
examined  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli.  12  samples  were 
spoiled  through  an  accident  at  the  Laboratory.  The  remaining  16 
and  School  Milks  proved  negative.  The  number  of  samples  sub¬ 
mitted  for  Biological  Tests  was  restricted  through  shortage  of 
material  at  the  Labatory. 

All  unsatisfactory  samples  produced  in  the  district  were 
followed  up  at  the  farm,  and  advice  given  on  the  production  o.f 
clean  milk.  The  unsatisfactory  Accredited  samples  were  followed 
up  by  the  County  Sanitary  Officer. 

Ice-Cream. 


The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  samples  of  ice¬ 
cream  made  in  the  district  which  were  examined  and  classified 
according  to  their  reaction  to  the  methylene  blue  reduction  test. 


Type  of 

Provisional  Grade 

Total 

Mix 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Hot  . 

2 

2 

2 

6 

12 

Cold . 

— 

1 

2 

2 

5 

When  considering  these  results  it  should  be  remembered  that 
the  methylene  blue  test  and  the  grading  as  applied  to  ice-cream 
is  provisional,  and  in  any  case  is  only  an  index  of  its  bacterial 
cleanliness  and  not  of  its  safety  for  human  consumption.  More¬ 
over,  the  number  of  samples  taken,  approximately  four  from  each 
manufacturer,  was  small,  and  only  one  showed  consistently  bad 
results. 
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MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

During  the  year  all  pigs  slaughtered  at  the  Bacon  Factory 
in  the  district  have  been  examined.  Particulars  of  carcases  in¬ 
spected  and  the  amounts  condemned  are  shown  below. 

Number  of  pigs  examined  after  slaughter  .  2,266 

Number  of  carcases  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  con¬ 


sumption  : — 

(a)  Tuberculous  .  10 

(b)  Other  Diseases  .  2 


Weight  of  carcases  and  organs  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  : — 


Whole 
Carcases 
&  Organs 
lbs. 

Part 

Carcases 
&  Organs 
lbs. 

Total 

lbs. 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  ... 

308 

949 

1257 

Tuberculosis  only 

1898 

4814 

6712 

Totals 

2206 

5763 

7969 

A  number  of  pigs  slaughtered  for  private  consumption  were 
also  examined.  Part  carcases  and  organs  affected  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  weighing  36  lbs.  were  surrendered. 

In  the  course  of  visits  to  shops,  food  stores  and  food  prepar¬ 
ing  premises,  the  following  foods  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  : — 

Meat. 

23f  lbs.  Beef  (Putrefaction). 

84  lbs.  Boneless  Hindquarter  (Bone  Taint). 
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Other  Foods. 

Of  lbs.  Ham  (Putrefaction). 

13  lbs.  Bacon  (Putrefaction). 

1264  lbs.  Butter  (Rancidity  and  Mould). 

9  lbs.  Sugar  (Tainted) . 

914  lbs.  Dried  Fruit  (Mould  and  Fermentation). 

lbs.  Tea  (Tainted). 

140  lbs.  Flour  (Acid). 

37  stone  Fish  (Putrefaction). 

Tinned  Food. 

94  Tins  Meat. 

1G1  Tins  of  Milk. 

469  Tins/ Jars  Preserved  Fruit. 

43  Tins  of  Fish. 

163  Tins  Miscellaneous  Fo.od. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

The  provisions  of  the  above  Act  relating  to  the  sampling  of 
food  for  quality  are  administered  by  the  Lancashire  County 
Council.  Assistance  is  given  to  the  County  Officer  when  required. 

Dr.  F.  Hall,  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  has  kindly 
supplied  the  following  information  : — 

Twenty-five  samples  of  milk  were  obtained,  all  of  which  were 
genuine. 

The  following  samples  were  also  obtained  : — 

2  Butter,  2  Margarine,  2  Cooking  Fat,  1  Lard,  3  Cheese,  1 
Bread  (Brown). 

LANCASHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (Rivers  Board  and 
General  Powers)  Act,  1938. 

The  following  premises  were  registered  under  Section  116  of 
the  above  Act : — 
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Sale,  manufacture,  or  storage  of  ice-cream  .  5 

Preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages,  preserved 

meat,  etc .  54 


During  visits  to  food  preparing  establishments,  19  minor 
defects  were  found  and  subsequently  remedied. 

One  statutory  notice  was  served  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  Section  13  (1),  prohibiting  the  use  of  an  unsatisfactory  room 
for  the  preparation  of  food,  and  was  complied  w  ith. 

SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

Infectious  Diseases.  See  tables  for  classifications,  numbers 
and  monthly  incidences.  The  Isolation  Hospitals  are:  Florence 
Nightingale — 82  beds,  Ainsworth — 28  beds  ;  the  latter,  if  required, 
can  be  requisitioned  for  Small  Pox.  These  Hospitals  hitherto 
have  provided  all  necessary  accommodation.  They  are  subject 
to  control  of  a  Joint  Hospital  Board,  of  which  the  Urban  District 
is  a  constituent  member.  From  5th  July,  1948,  these  Hospitals 
will  pass  to  the  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board,  but  there 
will  be  no  interruption  in  the  services  provided. 

Diphtheria.  Two  cases  of  true  Diphtheria  were  notified.  This  is 
the  lowest  figure  known  for  this  District  since  notification  was 
introduced.  Several  more  cases  were  notified  to  the  Department, 
and  admitted  to  Hospital,  where  the  diagnosis  was  found  not  to 
be  Diphtheria. 

None  of  the  cases  of  true  diphtheria  had  been  immunised, 
and  again  I  appeal  to  parents  of  children  to  take  advantage  of 
immunisation  for  children  of  all  ages.  During  the  year  a  special 
drive  was  made  with  very  encouraging  results  of  all  ages,  but 
particularly  in  the  5 — 15  age  group. 

Children  should  be  immunised  for  the  first  time  by  the  time 
they  reach  1  year  of  age,  and  can  be  done  any  time  after  6  months 
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of  aye.  This  initial  immunisation  must  be  re-inforced  at  inter¬ 
vals,  and  the  first  reinforcing-  dose  should  be  at  the  aye  of  4 — 5 
years,  which  coincides  with  their  entry  to  school.  During  the 
year  under  review  “  safety  doses  ”  were  a  special  successful 
feature  of  the  immunisation  drive. 


The  following  table  shows  the  immunisation  figures  for  the 
last  5  years  : — 


Completed  during  year 

Under  5  5 — 15  !  Total 

Total  Immunised 
at  31st  Dec. 
Under  15 

Safety  Doses 
performed 

1943 

207 

166 

373 

— 

No  Records 

1944 

134 

44 

178 

— 

— 

1945 

91 

7 

98 

1504 

— 

1946 

99 

5 

104 

1509 

— 

1947 

165 

116 

281 

1679 

609 

An  unknown  number  of  children  have  been  immunised  by 
their  family  doctors. 

During  1947,  56,000  units  of  diphtheria  antitoxin  were  issued 
through  the  Public  Health  Office. 

Measles.  An  epidemic  of  a  mild  type  occurred  during  June 
and  July.  This  epidemic  accounted  for  172  of  our  notified  cases 
of  infectious  disease. 

Whoooping  Cough.  39  cases  were  notified,  as  against  12 
in  the  previous  year.  Although  no  death  took  place  the  disease 
was  not  always  of  a  mild  type.  Experimental  work  is  in  progress 
throughout  this  country  with  a  view  to  obtaining  a  highly  efficient 
immunising  weapon  against  whooping  cough,  and  it  is  reported 
that  results  to.  date  are  very  encouraging. 
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Scabies.  Under  modern  conditions  there  is  little  reason  why 
there  should  be  any  eases  of  scabies,  and  with  very  few  exceptions 
most  of  the  cases  are  due  to  carelessness.  Twelve  cases  received 
treatment  at  the  School  Clinic. 

Disinfection.  Present-day  knowledge  has  reduced  the  neces¬ 
sity  for  disinfection  as  frequently  as  in  the  past,  and  during  the 
year  under  review  only  2  houses  were  disinfected. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  1947. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES — Monthly  Incidence,  1947. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES— Comparison  1938—1947. 
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Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  only  notifiable  from  October,  1939. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1947. 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Y  ears : 

F. 

M. 

F.  ! 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  to  5 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5  to  10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  to  15 

15  to  20 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20  to  25 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25  to  35 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  to  45 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45  to  55 

55  to  65 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  &  over 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

4 

1 

1 

1  0 

2 

1 

1 

!  0 

5 

1 

1 

3 

1 

